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Property Report Patio with COMPACT:
Event Area Esplanade Marie-Paradis in Saint Gervais-les-Bains (France)

Patio with a mountain view
In the mountain village of Saint Gervais-les-Bains an old ice rink
has been transformed into a leisure arena for visitors and locals.
Surrounded by old town houses and the white summits of the
Mont Blanc, passersby can listen to concerts, visit celebrations –
or simply enjoy the wonderful mountain panorama after a lovely
day in the Alps. Although situated in the town centre it gives you
the feeling of being right in the middle of the countryside. That is
because you have Naturinform’s decks under your feet and you
are looking directly at the peak of Mont Blanc.
The Esplanade Marie-Paradis is not just simply any old place in Saint
Gervais. The name has a magical connotation for the region. Madame
Paradis is a real heroine for the Savoyane: She was the first woman to
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stand on the mighty, white mountain’s summit. That was in 1808. Last
summer, masses of women took off their hiking boots here and sank
into the loungers on the grey decks, happily exhausted and extremely
proud. A perfect ending to a perfect day in the mountains.
Every year, Marie Fabre from Lyon comes here to an altitude of 900
metres. She sips her cocktail and her eyes light up. “We have just come
back from a mountain hike at an altitude of 3,000 metres. To travel
down here by train and then to enjoy the beautiful view here at the end
of the tour – that is a dream.” Then she points at the decks, covering
approximately 900 metres around her: “I still remember that this all used
to be concrete. But the wood looks as if it has always belonged here.” A
silver-grey surface with a slight sheen in the evening sun. The deck’s
colours at Marie’s feet blend in wonderfully with the surrounding Alps.
Mountain cabin patina.
Wood composite with tradition and a future
The surface holds a secret: It is only partially wood. It is actually a socalled wood composite, an intelligent material that combines the optical
features of traditional construction wood types with the durability of a
technical polymer.
The project was looked after by the company Neolife in St. Gervais, a
kind of thinktank for solutions using environmentally-friendly
construction materials. In 2016, the community asked what one could
do with an old ice rink in the centre of the town. Basically, a wasted
area. St. Gervais is built against the walls of a valley, the area stuck up
like a large balcony from the town towards the mountains.
„Three things were important for the community,” explains Neolife’s
Marketing Manager Pierre-Marie Vicalvi , “the area should be available
for events, the material used should blend in optically with the traditional
building materials used in this region of the Alps, and it should be as
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environmentally-friendly as possible. Sustainably produced and without
chemical pollution.”
Decks for a good conscience
The company Naturinform in Franconian Redwitz specializes in this
responsible kind of wood composite. They produce strictly ecologically.
No trees are felled for their decks, and only wood flour from saw mills
which stems from sustainable forestry is used. The composite material’s
organic component is environmentally-friendly polyethylene.
Unlike standard wood, Naturinform’s decks require no environmentallydamaging chemicals for maintenance, and no fungicides or pesticides
are used during production. Because the polymer effectively prevents
damp permeating at all, the composite material is still weatherproof,
even in extreme locations without requiring any further treatment such
as painting or sanding: mould fungus or algae cannot find any durable
breeding ground.
The extreme climate in the central Alps – summer heat and the cold in
winter – means that the wood composite has another great advantage:
The plastic component makes it elastic, quite different to natural wood it
cannot tear.
Just like nature
Naturinform’s COMPACT, a solid, extruded, and fully coloured
multicoloured deck was used here. The decks in St. Gervais have a
very special surface: They are optically adapted to fit in with the
traditional wood surfaces typical in the Alp region: A graphite grey
sheen and a rough-hewn appearance.

Elegant built-in patina
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Because Naturinform’s products consist of 70 percent wood fibres,
wood dominates the optical features despite its technical refinement, so
much so, that natural patina can develop in sunlight. But in a far more
controlled way than with pure wood: There are no blackish stains from
humidity, and the colour will not pale. The colour particles are applied
during the melting procedure, which provides them with a protection
layer of polymer. The chosen colour will remain for a long time, the only
change being that it will be enriched by silvery patina reflexes in the first
four months out in the open.
Custom-made ex works
The carpentry company Cladok which laid the decks benefitted from a
special service: From an amount of ten of the same decks, the decks
can be custom-made for each individual project in the plant in Redwitz.
Only 240-centimetre-long decks were used for the platform – a total of
1,880 pieces. Because there was no need to cut the decks to length,
the complete terrace could be completed in only four weeks.
Variable underworld
All around the Esplanade Marie-Paradis there are many old hotels with
beautifully coloured facades. The terrace is raised above this station
square and can be reached via large and small steps that are now also
covered with wood and invite visitors to sit comfortably. The platform is
not only ideal as a view point at this raised position and as a daily
relaxation point, but should also be used as a stage for larger events,
such as concerts in the popular holiday resort.
That is why Neolife’s planners had a very special idea: The decks are
joined together in modules, each consisting of four decks in a unit of
240 metres length. These rectangles can easily be lifted, making it
possible to lay cables for electricity or water pipes perfectly and out of
sight between the height-adjusting feet of the underlying construction,
just however it is necessary for the different kinds of events.
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But that is not really important for mountain climber Marie Fabre: “I just
think it is wonderful to be able to sit up here. The mountains are so
beautiful, the ground is so wonderfully warm from the sun. This is what
a holiday is like…”
There are environmental product declarations according to
international standards available (EPDs) for all of NATURinFORM’s
decks and facade profiles. All products are continuously
monitored by quality controls and stress tests, to guarantee a
constant perfect and first class wood composite quality. The
company provides a five-year guarantee on its products. The patio
decks can be recycled 100 percent and can be returned to the
plant in Bavarian Redwitz for recycling.
Find more information at www.naturinform.com.
Redwitz, January 2018
(1.130 words/6.886 signs)

Information on the company: The medium size enterprise
NATURinFORM GmbH has 17 years of experience and counts as the
specialist for wood composite systems „Made in Germany“.At the
headquarters in Redwitz a. d. Rodach (Bavaria) profile systems are
developed mainly for outdoor areas, and also produced in Redwitz:
Whether patio decks, marinas, swimming pool surrounds, or privacy
shields, sound protection walls, and facades, the product range is
extensive.It includes many models and colours, a large variety in
design, and countless accessories. NATURinFORM uses only 100 %
PEFC certified, domestic wood for production, together with an
environmentally-friendly polymer. All products are continuously tested
for quality and stress resistance, to guarantee a constant perfect and
high level wood composite quality. NATURinFORM takes back all
products after they are no longer being used and recycles them, by
feeding them back into the production procedure.
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Press contact:
HEINRICH-RENZ
PR I KOMMUNIKATION
Sabine Heinrich-Renz
Reichenbachstraße 25 • 80469 München
Tel. 0 89-2 01 19 94 • shr@heinrich-renz.de
Product:
used here:
Format:

COMPACT in grey as a solid deck
Height ca. 21 mm
Width ca. 139 mm
Standard lengths: 3 m/4 m/5 m/6 m (Special lengths 2-13 m possible)
Special lengths: at extra charge
Surface:
finely striated or block stripes slightly brushed
Requirements:
1 m2 consists of ca. 7 running metres
Weight:
ca. 3.2 kg/m
Slip resistance: R 12 (DIN 51130), Class C (DIN 51097)
Colours:
Brown, anthracite, grey
Special colours
Accessories:
extensive
Property measures:
Esplanade Marie-Paradis, Saint-Gervais-les-Bains, Bonneville,
Haute-Savoie, Rhone-Alpes (France)
Building owner:

Ville de Saint Gervais-les-Bains, 50 avenue du Montd’Arbois, 74170 Saint-Gervais-les-Bains, Bonneville,
Haute-Savoie, Rhône-Alpes

Construction year: 2017
processor:

Terrace joiner Cladok, 9 Rue de l’Enterprise,
73410 La Biolle, France
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Planner: Cooperation between Ville de Saint Gervais-les-Bains (see
above) and Neolife Solutions, 304 Route
Nationale 6 – Celtic Parc Batiment Avalon II, 69760
Limonest, France
Laid surface: COMPACT: 865 m², 1,880 pieces
Download images at: Viewing platform Mont Blanc
All images: Neolife

1 In 2017, an event terrace was erected in Saint Gervais-les-Bain in a
central location on an old ice rink. The area that had been deserted
before is directly at the mountain station to the Mont Blanc and has
become an attraction point for those seeking relaxation, sun
worshippers, and mountain climbers. The terrace’s surface COMPACT
is from the Franconian company Naturinform, which only processes
PEFC-certified wood from domestic forestry. The French company
Neolife was responsible for planning and distribution.
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2 Optically the surface looks like the typical traditional wood surfaces in
the Alpine region: grey sheen with a rough-hewn effect. The solid deck
COMPACT deck in grey was assembled on around 900 square metres
of concrete.
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3 The building owner, the community of Saint Gervais-les-Bains
required that the material used must be sustainable and blend in with
the traditional construction material used in this Alpine area. The
innovative wood products from Franconian company Naturinform meet
all the expectations and are additionally exceptionally weatherproof:
Without any need for sanding or oiling they retain the original colour
shade. The only change can be some silver and golden patina reflexes
that develop in the first few months after assembly, due to sunlight.
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4-1, 4-2, 4-3_To allow for the area to be used for large events with
diverse electricity and water supply requirements, the decks were
assembled in units of 240 by 60 centimetres length. For this, decks,
already pre-cut in the right length at the production site, were delivered
from Germany. The joiner on site could then pre-mount the modules. A
frame of squared timber (pine wood, Class 4) carries 4 decks each.
These are connected using Naturinform’s clip system. The units are
attached to the wooden frame using special metal brackets that the
joiner developed especially for this project, and are also invisible from
above. They reach into the groove on the deck and are only screwed
onto the squared timber. The individual modules can easily be removed
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completely or just lifted to move underlying supply cables and pipes.
They were laid on height-adjustable feet (Naturinform accessories), that
were simply put on the concrete surface.

5_This is where Marie Fabre and many other mountain climbers, hikers,
or tourists love to spend their time recovering from a strenuous tour, or
simply meeting friends and having a drink. No wonder, the fantastic
background and the beautiful patio are magically inviting.
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